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SUBJECT:  PRESIDENT LOPEZ PORTILLO'S MEETING WITH

GUATEMALAN PRESIDENT

 

1. SUMMARY:  PRESIDENT LOPEZ PORTILLO'S MEETING WITH

GUATEMALAN PRESIDENT ROMEO LUCAS PRODUCED ENDORSEMENT OF

COOPERATION WITH NICARAGUA, AFFIRMATION THAT GUATEMALAN

MIGRATORY WORKERS WILL RECEIVE GOOD TREATMENT AND ADEQUATE

SALARIES IN MEXICO--A PROBABLE PRELUDE TO A SIMILAR LOPEZ

PORTILLO DEMARCHE TO PRESIDENT CARTER, AND MEXICAN AGREE-

MENT TO HELP RESOLVE GUATEMALA'S ENERGY AND COMMERCIAL

PROBLEMS.  END SUMMARY.

 

2. PRESIDENT LOPEZ PORTILLO MET WITH GUATEMALAN PRESIDENT

GENERAL FERNANDO ROMEO LUCAS GARCIA FOR ABOUT ONE AND ONE-
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HALF HOURS, SEPT 18, IN THE MEXICAN STATE OF CHIAPAS DURING

INAUGURATION CEREMONIES FOR NEW MEDITERRANEAN FRUIT-FLY

BIOLOGICAL-CONTROL FACILITIES.  AMBASSADOR LUCEY ACCOM-

PANIED PRESIDENT LOPEZ PORTILLO DURING THE CEREMONIES

OPENING THE PARTIALLY AMERICAN-DONATED FACILITIES.

 

3. IN A JOINT STATEMENT RELEASED TO THE PRESS, THE MEXICAN
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AND GUATEMALAN PRESIDENTS, INTER ALIA, AGREED TO "CONTINUE

COLLABORATING IN SOLIDARITY WITH THE FRATERNAL NICARAGUAN

PEOPLE IN THE RECONSTRUCTION OF THEIR COUNTRY."  (BEFORE

THE MEXICAN-GUATEMALAN JOINT ENDORSEMENT OF CONTINUED

NICARAGUAN ASSISTANCE CAME TO LIGHT, THE MEXICAN COMMUNIST

PARTY, SEPT 18, CRITICIZED THE LOPEZ PORTILLO-ROMEO LUCAS

MEETING AS "INOPPORTUNE AND INCONVENIENT" AND SAID THAT

MEXICO SHOULD SEEK TO ISOLATE THE ROMEO LUCAS REGIME ECO-

NOMICALLY AND POLITICALLY.)

 

4. IN ADDITION TO NICARAGUA, THE JOINTPRESIDENTIAL DECLAR-

ATION EXPRESSED AGREEMENT ON INSTITUTION OF MEASURES TO

SECURE "JUST AND ADEQUATE TGREATMENT AND SALARIES" FOR

GUATEMALAN MIGRATORY WORKERS CONTRACTED TO WORK ON

MEXICAN FARMS.  (COMMENT:  WE BELIEVE THAT THE GOM WISHES

TO PUT ITS OWN HOUSE IN ORDER BEFORE PRESIDENT LOPEZ POR-

TILLO MAKES HIS PLANNED DEMARCHE TO PRESIDENT CARTER ON

HUMAN AND LABOR RIGHTS OF UNDOCUMENTED MEXICAN

WORKERS IN THE U.S.  SEE MEXICO 16120 NOTAL.)

 

5. PRESIDENT LOPEZ PORTILLO ALSO AGREED TO SEEK TO HELP

RESOLVE GUATEMALA'S ENERGY PROBLEMS EITHER THROUGH A FUTURE

WORLD PROGRAM (PRESUMABLY JLP'S EXPECTED SEPT 27 PROPOSAL

AT UNGA) OR THROUGH A BILATERAL SOLUTION THAT PROVIDES

"MUTUAL BENEFIT."  LOPEZ PORTILLO ALSO AGREED TO LOOK FOR

MECHANISMS TO HELP REDUCE GUATEMALA'S BILATERAL TRADE
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DEFICIT WITH MEXICO.

 

6. THE JOINT DECLARATION ALSO ENDORSED INCREASED AGRICUL-

TURAL COLLABORATION, JOINT STUDY AND EXPLOITATION OF BORDER

RIVERS, THE INTER-AMERICAN CONVENTION ON HUMAN RIGHTS (A

PRESUMED SOP TO MEXICAN CRITICS OF THE ROMEO LUCAS REGIME),

THE NIEO, SELA, AND THE PRINCIPLE OF NONINTERVENTION IN

INTERNAL AFFAIRS.  (COMMENT:  THE MEXICAN LEFT WILL PROB-

ABLY CLAIM THAT THE NONINTERFERENCE PLEDGE GIVES AID AND

COMFORT TO ROMEO LUCAS.)

 

7. COMMENT:  PRESIDENT LOPEZ PORTILLO'S MEETING WITH ROMEO

LUCAS IS PART OF MEXICO'S MORE ACTIVE POLICY IN RECENT

MONTHS TOWARD CENTRAL AMERICA.  JLP'S CONTACT WITH THE

GUATEMALAN MILITARY REGIME, DESPITE EXPECTED LEFTIST

BRICKBATS, ILLUSTRATES GOM'S DESIRE TO ENCOURAGE A MODER-

ATE EVOLUTION OF THE CENTRAL AMERICAN SITUATION--BOTH BY

PROVIDING AID TO THE LEFTIST NICARAGUAN REGIME AND OFFERING

ECONOMIC INCENTIVES TO THE RIGHTIST GUATEMALAN GOVERNMENT

(PRESUMABLY, AMONG OTHER PURPOSES, TO ENCOURAGE GUATEMALAN-

NICARAGUAN DETENTE AND REDUCTION OF CENTRAL AMERICAN POLAR-

IZATION OVER THE NICARAGUAN ISSUE).  THE MEXICAN COMMU-
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NISTS' QUICK CONDEMNATION OF THE MEETING REVEALS LEFTIST

CONCERN HERE THAT, DESPITE GOM AID TO NICARAGUA, THE JLP

ADMINISTRATION IS SEEKING TO HEAD OFF RADICAL CHANGE IN

CENTRAL AMERICA.  (DRAFTED BY JON GLASSMAN.)  LUCEY
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